
 

LINCOLN MIDDLE SCHOOL 
PTO MINUTES 

 
September 9, 2019 
 
Robyn Bryant called the meeting to order at 7:34 pm. 
 
Robyn Bryant ( President) Introduced the LMS PTO board.  
 
Robyn Bryant- President  
Kari Galland- Secretary 
Karen Edwards- 1st Vice President 
Tracy Gaehring- 2nd Vice President 
Paula Deluca- Treasurer  
 
Robyn Bryant- The minutes from June 2019 were approved. 
 
Main goal last year was to raise funds for the new sound system in the gymnasium due.  The new sound 
system is scheduled be installed next week. 
 
SEPAC (Alnetta Hooper) SEPAC is a state mandated parent advisory council that works with all children 
with special needs.  They will be holding several fundraisers throughout the year. SEPAC has donated 
back over $6,000 to the schools with their various fundraisers.  This years goal is to donate $10,000. 
The Ronald McDonald pull tab contest will be continuing this year in all the schools.  Please place pulls 
tabs in a zip lock bag labeled with the students name and school.  LMS has a bin located in the 
cafeteria.  The school with the most will receive $200 from SEPAC and the student with the most will 
receive a $25 gift certificate.  Our goal is one million pull tabs.  The pull tabs will be weighed.  Therefore, 
there is no need to count them.  The Ronald McDonald house receives a check for the pull tabs which 
offsets the cost for families who stay in the house while their child is in the hospital receiving care. 
SEPAC is looking into changing the day of the color that is usually held in May due to rain previous 
years.  Stay tuned for information regarding a new date. 
 
Treasurers Report- (Paula Deluca) Columbia bank- Opening balance is $21,446.38. Closing was 
$10,778.35.  Columbia bank account is now closed.  TD bank- opening balance $1,550.00. Closing 
balance is $12,259.39. 
 
Correspondence and Sunshine- (Kari Galland) Several thank you notes were received for assemblies, 
ice cream truck, and scholarship.  They are available to anyone who would like to see them. 
 
 
Assemblies-  Nothing planned at this point.  Mrs. Devor mentioned that we are on a 3 year cycle for 
some assemblies. Two of which are very powerful.  This year we are trying to bring in something 
uplifting, fun, and exciting.  In the past we have had a music and technology person and BMX biker. 
Mrs. Devor is open for suggestions for a fun, uplifting, positive assembly.   The sewage commission will 
be scheduled most likely for January for the 7th graders. 
 
Committee Reports- ( Robyn Bryant)  Thank you to all who have sent in volunteer forms thus far.  The 
PTO is always looking for help both day and night. 
 
Box tops—  (Robyn Bryant) Box tops will be going digital.  Therefore, you will be seeing less labels on 
the items being purchased.  Grocery receipts will need to be scanned to receive credit.  Please continue 

 



 

to send in box tops with your child.  They can be brought to homerooms or there is a bin in the lunch 
room.  First submission will be going in October 31st.  Cherrie Magna (8th grade parent) currently heads 
this and is looking to pass her duties onto someone who can take it on going forward.   
 
Shoparoo- (Robyn Bryant) Please download the app and start scanning receipts.  It goes by grade and 
the app tells you which grade is in the lead.  This year we are going to have a little fun and  have a 
contest.  The grade that is in the lead on December 31st will be rewarded with a  bagel breakfast in 
January and the grade that is in the lead come the end of April will be rewarded with a  bagel breakfast 
in May.  Last year we earned $130.52 and the previous year we earned $231.95.  We are hoping to beat 
both of those records this year.   
 
Clothing Drive-  (Kari Galland) The clothing drive will run from 10/15-10/17.  Looking for volunteers to 
help in the evening from 6:15- 8:00.  See Kari Galland if you would like to volunteer. 
 
Kidstuff books-  (Robyn Bryant) We have been using the same Representative for the last 2 years. 
Unfortunately, after books were labeled and sent out it was brought to our attention that although they 
were the North Jersey edition they were not the correct County.  All books need to be collected and sent 
back to the company.  We were suppose to receive the new books today. However, they did not arrive. 
When they arrive they will be sent home with the students.  Please send back all books.  We understand 
some people have already paid.  The correct book  will be sent home when we receive them.  Robyn 
spoke to a few parents about keeping the original book that was sent home.   
 
Laps for Lincoln- (Robyn Bryant) Will be be on 9/20. Four stations are set up during lunch and the 
students are asked trivia questions. If the group answers the questions correctly they are rewarded with 
candy (nut free).  Its been an event for a long time and is an easy way for the PTO to make money. 
Looking for volunteers and donations of nut free candy individually wrapped or water.  8 parent 
volunteers are needed per grade level.  There is no donation minimum but we need the donations by the 
Monday prior to the event.  No donation will be turned away.   
 
Membership/Directory-  (Robyn Bryant)Thank you to all who have joined the PTO to date.  A tradition 
at LMS is to pick 2 people to receive a free membership.  Congratulations to Joanne Sciarrca and Carlos 
Alejo who are our 2 winners this year.  Digital directory will be done and emailed out sometime in 
November.   
 
Pocketbook bingo- (Robyn Bryant) To be held on Friday November 22nd.  Our biggest fundraiser at 
LMS next to laps for Lincoln and we typically have about 200 people.  12 rounds of bingo are played 
with all different boards. The winner of each board will receive 1 of 12 purses which are selected ahead 
of time for each winning board.  We also have basket raffles and door prizes which are all donated.  In 
the first day folder a letter went out asking if each student can donate $5 and each grade will have a 
donated bag.  If there is any extra money from the class it will used to purchased a gift card to be raffled 
off that night.  Bingo is a huge undertaking and we are looking for volunteers to help.  See a board 
member if interested. 
 
PTO dance (Robyn Bryant)  Will be on Friday 9/20 from 7pm- 9pm.   Robyn attends with 4 or 5 parents 
to chaperone.  Robyn will look at the volunteer forms to see who signed up to volunteer.  There will be 3 
PTO dances.  If multiple volunteers sign up they will be rotated between the 3 dances.  Unfortunately, 
there is a conflict with football on this night.  It has been decided not to change date due to other sport 
conflicts.  Students will be allowed in late (7:30 the latest) if they notify Mrs. Devor ahead of time.  The 
woman who chaired the dances last year is no longer at LMS.  If anyone would like to chair this event we 
are looking for volunteers.  Also, looking for donations of soda, water, snacks, etc.  Parent chaperones 
stay in the cafeteria and Mrs. Devor and Mr. Bertolini float between the gym and the cafeteria. 
 
Sportswear- (Josephine Reilly) Will run through 9/18.  Order online or via form sent home.  All orders will 
be submitted at the same time regardless of how you place your order.  Once order is placed it usually 

 



 

takes about 3 weeks for apparel to arrive.  All students will receive apparel at the same time.  We only 
have apparel sale twice per year (fall and spring).  Nothing can be purchased once the sale is closed. 
 
Principal’s report- (Mrs. Devor) 
 
Mrs. Devor welcomed and thanked everyone for coming this evening.  LMS is looking for a lunch aide 
from 10am- 12:45.  If you or anyone you know is interested please send Mrs. Devor an email.  We have 4 
new staff members to fill maternity leaves. Ms. Vivona began the school year until Mrs Schreiber goes 
out on maternity leave.  Mrs. Torres is filling in for Mrs. Banca- Ross who delivered baby Ross early on 
9/7.  Mrs. Torres will cover until Mrs. Banca-Ross returns in February.  Welcome to the World!  Mr. 
Krassy will be replacing Ms. Aschenbrand who will be returning at the beginning of December.  Mr. 
Ferraro who was here at the end of last year is replacing Ms. Casapulla until the end of October.  We 
welcome Mrs. Murphy from the Hawthorne High School who will be joining us as an 8th grade science 
teacher.  Mrs. Post from the special education department who was at Jefferson last year has returned 
as our art teacher.  Mrs Greulish who was our art teacher and was on maternity leave last year has 
returned as our special education mathematics teacher.  Ms. Hahn was our special education math 
teacher is now heading our MDBD program which is a new program for our multiple disabled students. 
We are very excited to have this program in-house for our students who need the services.  Renovations 
were done over the summer to upgrade our facility (stair lifts installed, new locker rooms installed, and 
new lighting in the basement).  This year all club sign ups with be done through real time. They will be 
announced during school and a message will be sent home via phone, text,  or email when they are 
available for sign ups.  Picture day will be on 9/11 and forms were sent home and are available online. 
On 9/11 there will be a moment of silence and the teachers in some classes will be doing a lesson.  Mr. 
Bertolini will continue our respect program this year.  Back to school night is 9/23.   
 
Vice Principals report (Mr. Bertolini)  
 
Mr. Bertoloini welcomed and thanked everyone for coming this evening.  Last year the RESPECT 
program was started and was very successful.   Students and teachers were rewarded with TEAM( 
stands for thoughtful, encouraging, amazing, and manners) tickets.  When the students/teachers do 
something nice or respectful they are given tickets to focus on the positive. The more tickets they win 
the better chance of them winning a prize from the prize cabinet.  Twice a year a gift card is raffled off 
and once a week  there is a drawing and the student who wins can choose a prize from the the prize 
cabinet.  This year we will be continuing the RESPECT by giving out community tickets.  Some ways to 
receive tickets include attending a PTO meeting, attending back to school night, proper drop off in the 
morning, etc.  Anyone seen doing something positive by Mrs. Devor or Mr. Bertolini will receive a ticket. 
Everyone in attendance this evening received a community ticket.  Reward programs do work and the 
kids love it.  There will be a drawing in the middle and the end of the year for the community tickets. 
Two recipients will be given the chance to win a $50 gift card in the middle of the year and 2 recipients 
will receive $100 gift card at the end of the year.  The RESPECT program does cost money and 
donations are always welcome.  Some suggestions were $5 gift cards to Rite-Aid and Wendy’s  and 
boxes of hersheys.   There is a wish list that will be posted on the Facebook page.  A new and exciting 
fundraiser we will be doing this year to raise money for our school is the students can purchase n arms 
length of tape to tape an administrator to the wall.  Mrs. Devor nominated Mr. Bertolini. A date will be 
announced in the near future.   
 
Old business (Robyn Bryant) The back ordered part for the sound system should be in Monday or 
Tuesday and will be installed Thursday or Friday.  Should be up and running for back to school night. 
Thank you to everyone who donated last year and helped with this project.   
 
New business - (Robyn Bryant) Karen Edwards ran  a New York Yankee day in the spring at Roosevelt 
school last year.  They profited $2,000.  We will be doing this event at LMS this year. There will be two 
dates available with different pricing available depending on where you would like to sit.  Last year it 
included a hat, drink, and hot dog.   You need to provide your own transportation.  It will be on a 

 



 

weekend and the dates being looked at are 4/4 & 4/26 (Toronto Blue Jays & 4/26 Cleveland Indians 
@1pm).  You can attend one or both.  There is no minimum ticket purchase required.  Flyer will be 
coming out soon with confirmed dates.   
 
8th grade parent meeting will be @6:30 prior to back to school night on 9/23 in the cafeteria. 
 
Please continue to scan your receipts for shoparoo and box tops.    If you shop at stop & shop you can 
register your card online.  Paula and Cherie are working on this. Hopefully, by next meeting it will be up 
and running.   
 
Clean out your closets for the clothing drive.   
 
There will be a post on the LMS Facebook page to sign up for amazon smile.  The school will get a 
percentage back from purchases.  Will need to shop through the web browser rather than the app.   
 
There are some people not receiving all the connect ed messages.  Please make sure all your 
information is correct and you have marked that you would like to receive email, texts, and calls.   
 
There will be a pocketbook meeting after the meeting tonight if anyone would like to stay. 
 
Next meeting is 10/7 @ 7:30pm. 
 
Meeting was closed by Robyn Bryant at 8.23pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Kari Galland/ LMS PTO secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


